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ARTICLE

The Influence of Synthetic Phonics Instruction in Enhancing Word
Recognition of Thai Primary School Students

Thanyathon Lakthong'® , Apisak Sukying " © , Nithij Yothachai*®

! Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Maha Sarakham University, Maha Sarakham 44000, Thailand
? Faculty of Education and Human Develop Chaiyaphum Rajabhat University, Chaiyaphum 36000, Thailand

ABSTRACT

The present study aimed to investigate the effects of synthetic phonics instruction on word recognition skills and
students’ attitudes toward vocabulary learning. Vocabulary is a fundamental element of English learning and affects all
language skills. Traditional methods emphasize memorization and grammar-translation, while learning in Thailand has
restricted students to a small vocabulary. Forty primary school students participated in a quasi-experiment with two
groups receiving either traditional, book-based or synthetic-based phonics instruction during eight treatment weeks of
a ten-week schedule. Quantitative results showed that the experimental group performed better than the control group

ical

on receptive and productive word recognition, with statistically signi imp: in pl .,
working memory and decoding. Supporting qualitative evidence from focus group interviews revealed that students
adopted favorable attitudes toward synthetic phonics instruction by becoming more engaged, confident, and motivated
in vocabulary learning. However, a few learners of low proficiency tended to feel anxious about competitive tasks,
thus implying the importance of adapting instruction to students and creating a positive classroom environment. The
overall findings tend to affirm that synthetic phonics is an active and attractive method to promote word recognition
and vocabulary acquisition among young EFL learners. The findings of this study offer practical implications for EFL
professionals, indicating the importance of providing a balance of structured instruction and tailored individualized
support to promote not only academic but also emotional success in language learning.

Ph
1; P

Keywords: Synthetic Phonics; Word R Spelling; Thai Primary School Learners
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WUUNAEBUIEWINNEUYAT 1 1599 My Day, My Way

frda: WiinGeuidandatigndasuazninum
1. fuueu wlaifunwidinguitesls?
a) go to bed
b) get up
) wake up
d) stand up
2. wlssilu wlaldunwssnguinesls?
a) wash face
b) brush teeth
c) comb hair
d) clean teeth
3. Sulsgmue et wlatlunwsangei
azly?
a) have breakfast
b) have lunch
c) have dinner
d) eat food
4. Wlse3ou wlallunmwdinguitesls?
a) go home
b) go to school
) go to work
d) go to market
5. st wlalumwsenguinesls?
a) do homework
b) do housework
) make home

d) work at home

6. Take a shower wlai1azls?
a) 91U1N
b) N1
o) LA
d) smungulal
7. Study wlaiexls?
a) bau
b) uau
a v A
C) LSHUNUIED
d) s
8. Have lunch wiainegls?
a) SUUTEMIUBIMNSLTN
b) SUUTENIUBIMSHIBS
Y] <
©) SUUTEMUDMNSLEU
d) SuUsEIUvUL
9. Go home wuainagls?
a) llsaseu
b) NAUTIU
o) luuiien
d) luvinau
10. Watch TV wiainegls?
a) WaLwag
b) AN
Y
1 v A
C) DIUNUIED

d) lauLny
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WUUNAEBUIEWINNSEUYAT 2 1599 My Day, My Way

ANAILLULUN:

1. 9IUMBNWINNMUUA ieE9aLLD e

a o Y @ ) [ r-:l' ¥
2. Bewisnysiidumniwsdanguiignaes
3. WeumkUanw nglugaaininue

4. A519@UNNSALNALATALUANDUAITDEDU

AMwlanienine:

2. fONWSAMNUALA: hsurb

AmMwlanienine:

3. PNWINNMNAUALAE: h e t e t

AMwlanienine:

4. FPNYINNNRUAE: wo hser

AmMwlanienine:

5. fonNwsRAruUAlA: sedserd

AmMwlanienine:

6. FPNYINNNUALAE: fastkaerb

AmMwlanienine:

7. dnwsANuAbA: o Lo h cs

AMwlanienine:

8. FMPNWINNNAUALA: c h n u |

AMwlanienine:

9. fMPNYINNNAUALE: workemoh

AMwlanienine:

10. fdnWsAAIMUALA: tchaw

AmMwlanienine:




Fo: LAUN: Ju:

a6

JosausznineFeuyail 3 1599 My Day, My Way

AuuzidmiuinGeu
srulssloanmuingbidilannumnewasudadulsslonnwdnguiiauysel
1. Usgloanwilne: dupuueu

ANNDU:

2. Usgleganiwnlneg: dunusailu

ANNDU:

3. Usgloanienlive: aue1uin

ANNDU:

4. Uszloanentneg: duksas?

ANNDU:

5. Usglganentng: ausuUsenIueInissai

ANNDU:

6. Uszloanenine: aululsaseu

ANNDU:

7. Usgloanentineg: duseunilsde

ANNDU:

8. Uszloanienliveg: ausuusenIue1mswies

ANNDU:

9. Uszleanentng: auvinnistnu

ANNDU:

10. Usgloanwnlng: duginl

ANNDU:




a7

JodaUNDUISYY - AI38UI509 My Day, My Way

PuUsLaNANEUN 3 (1981 30 ui)

aoudl 1: ThinFeudenmnsuiigndesudaninum
1. A1 "get up" wlainexls?
a) NAUUIU
b) fiuneu
o) WUaY
d) Tulsaseu
2. pwiuansianssuegls?
a) have breakfast
b) take a shower

) brush teeth

d) get dressed
3. onAfivnzaudilugesing | breakfast at 7 o'clock."
a) go
b) have
) take
d) do
4. JuamANiuALIvNNY

school =

lunch =

o A = A by N
fataen: Iifllﬁﬂu, DIVILNYY, NTTUTY, Q‘m

naun 2: TiiniSeuihdidnwsnimualiusulwiligndesniausuduanulne

5. fONWSNAMUALA: wo hser 7. PNwINNAUALA: worke mo h
ANNDU: ANNDU:
AmMwlanienine: AmMwlanienine:

6. FPNYINNUALAE: fastkaerb

ANNDU:

AmMwlanienine:




aaufl 3: wlauseleanwinaluniwdengy

8. Uszloaniunine: duuusaily

ANNDU:

9. Uszloanienine: auldlsaseumesalsaseu

ANNDU:

10. Soslndudszlon

ANNDU:

ainGau dsauan

S01
S02
S03
S04
S05
S06
s07
S08
S09
S10
S11
$12
S13
S14
S15

AAATUUY
fauduu
sIGeu.
FTMINBeY.
sIGeY.
wdagau
FMIGeY

Ms3eud Mean_1

453
8.31
453

fawEau vs*
sminaGeu
fawEau vs '

a

2V

ygnAas home /| / after / do / go / homework / | / my

\fiv
L
\fiv
L
\fiv
a1
a1
a1
a1
AR
dau
dau
dau
dau
dau

n

15
15
15
15
15
15

Aauduu

Mean

s.D._1

WHWNWAM;OD_MODNOOUNO

4.53
8.13
8.67
8.13
8.13
831

151
0.97
151

AMARNUIN R

AZLUUTZNINNSeY (E1) hazaztuuraasey (E2)

SEUIGBHY_ SININNGaY sEuivBay wdsBau

9
10
9

=
(=}

NNONOWL®®L® W

S.D.
1.51
13
1.23
0.99
0.52
0.97

Mean_2
8.31
8.13
8.13

S.D._|

2

10 8

9 9

8 8

10 10

9 8

9 8

10 8

9 7

7 7

10 8

6 6

9 9

8 8

7 9

9 9

Min
45.3 2
813 6
86.7 6
81.3 6
81.3 7
83.1 6
t-statistic

0.97 11.8775
0.52 -0.8605

0.52 11.7838

8
9
8
9
9
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
7
8
8
Max

7
10
10
10
9
10

p-value
1.07E-08
0.40401559
1.18E-08

stMIGeu_ade

9
9.33
833

10
8.67
833

9

8
733

9

6
833
7.33
7.67
833

Median

© 00 W W N

833

p-value_forn Cohen_d

< 0.001***
0.404
< 0.001***

2.9807 ey (Large)
-0.2271 \&n (Small)
3.1987 ey (Large)

Effect_Size_ Percent_Cha Significance

83.3 fivfuddey
-2.1 "Lifiaddey
79.4 ffaddey

°
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